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Artist of the Issue

Prayag Shukla

Poet, art critic and fiction writer Prayag Shukla
(1940, Kolkata) has been writing on arts for the last
five and half decades in Hindi and English. He was
invited to an international writing programme in
Iowa (USA) in 1984. He is the recipient of the Raza
Fellowship (2016) for his book on the biography of
the Indian artist, poet and writer, ] Swaminathan.

Prayag Shukla has published nine poetry books, five collections of
short stories, three novels, a book on art appreciation, Dekhna, and a
book on Satyajit Ray, Ek Filmkaar kee Oonchai. He has edited Drawing-
93, Drawing-94, Rang Tendulkar (on Marathi playwright Vijay
Tendulkar), Kavita Nadee (a book of poetry on rivers), he has
enchanted young and old alike. His collection of 20 poems, Here Comes
the Camel, brings the joy of his writing to a new set of readers - bright
imagery, sound effects, and clear often rhyming words - make these a
perfect introduction to poetry for the young.
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Book Review

On Mullingar Hill

Written by Joyce Burkhalter
Flueckiger, On Mullingar Hill,
in the interview format,
stretches from the edge of
Mullingar and makes it way
down to Clock Tower-
Dr. Tania Saili| Mussoorie, recounting jeis L
Bakshi personal narratives of Fo), BRI ToCul
Programme | twenty-odd families who live B LT/HET eV 88
Director of Valley | in this narrow stretch. Over HILL :ewnsrmamin
of Words, Arts and
Literature

311 pages, the author takes —
, the reader by the hand - from shop to store; one
Festival, and

Consultant Editor home to another - the book peels back layers of their
for Newspost lives and the place they call home.

Uttarakhand's )
only bilingual | From Northern Stores the book ends at Vinod Kumar

news web-portal | and Surbhi Agarwal - Vinod’s Art & Antiques and
tania_saili@hotmail.com|  \[yyssoorie Heritage Centre. Joyce writes with
passion about families who have over generations made Landour
Bazaar their home.

In Mansa Ram Cricket lives Mohmmad Tahir and Gulam Nabi, who are
bakers from Ghoghas in Tehri Garhwal. ‘So, in 1947, when there was
some unrest between Hindus and Muslims, and some people from
Pakistan came to India, and some from India went to Pakistan - in the
time of my dada, there was this Charles Bakery, where my father used
to work,” says Mohmmad Tahir. ‘The Raja of Tehri brought us here. Our
family members used to make glass bangles (churis). We used to
decorate the top of the glass (he shows indented lines in the glass,
painted gold). If we hadn’t stopped that profession, we would all own
bangle factories now but our ancestors left bangle-making.’

Joyce takes the reader back to her days at the nearby school, where
Tahir’s father would be found sitting outside the gates selling ‘tuck’, a
small shop selling candies and packaged snacks to students. Opening a
battered tin trunk that he carried on his back revealed a wide array of
pastries and candies. His speciality was macaroons and home-made
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toffees. Tahir repeated a litany that maps households across the
hillside with a tin trunk carried on his head. His list created a
geographic and social network between the British-era houses -
Ellengown, Bothwell Bank, Fairview, Firs Cottage, Pennington, South
Hill, and so many others.

On the narrow road, above Mansaram Cricket, is another small
shoemaker shop, owned by father and son duo, Sonu Ram Bhatia and
his son Ranveer who for years have cobbled and sold hand-crafted
sandals to hordes of tourists descending up Landour. Ranveer’s great-
grandfather came to these hills from Mandi in nearby Himachal
Pradesh. Though they live in nearby Jaunpur, at home the family still
speaks a dialect of Himachali. Will they go to Himachal? For Sonu and
Ranveer, the point of no return was crossed a long time ago.

‘There is no one there now. Our uncle also passed away. His family is
there, and we have left everything to them, we are not going to take
these things with us. One day, we will leave everything behind.’

Around the bend, you will find Jaswinder Singh, or ‘Smarty Singh’ (as
the entire bazaar calls him). You will find him directing traffic on the
steep hill, helping tourists and taxi drivers from the plains negotiate
the incline opposite his shop. Originally, his family came here from the
hills, across the border, and after the initial struggle, settled down in
these hills. What keeps him here? ‘People here — Muslims, Hindus,
Sikhs, all live in harmony. They all come to each other’s affairs -
festivals, weddings and funerals.” He says, ‘If I am not feeling well, they
will come and ask, “What happened? Is everything alright? Why didn’t
you open the shop yesterday? If I am in hospital, they will drop in to
see me. You don’t have this gesture in Delhi, in metropolitan cities; not
even in Dehradun, this happens only in Mussoorie. If someone dies, the
whole bazaar is closed; everyone gathers to pay their condolences for
the family, and they go with the dead body as it is carried down the hill
until it is taken for cremation on a vehicle.’

On Mullingar Hill is a labour of love for Landour Bazaar - home to
everyone who at some point of time was an ‘outsider.” This excellent
piece of research could well be your personal guide as you make your
way up the narrow lane of good old Landour Bazaar!
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“Awake, my fellow
Indians! The dawn of

freedom has arrived.”

> Poet, Patriot, Visionary
Dr. Ragasudha and a Multl—facete.d
Personality, Subramania

Vinjamuri Bh (11D b Subramania Bharati
Associate Lecturer aratl ( ecember 11 December 1882 - 12 September 1521

at University of | 1882 - 11 September 1921), affectionately called as
Sunderland- Mahakavi Bharati, was one of India’s most revered
Londonand | 146t freedom fighters, and visionary social
Founder of f H fi : list celebrated not
sanskruti Centre | TELOTMETs. He was a fiery journalist celebrated no
for Cultural only for his literary brilliance but also for his
Excellence pioneering role in the Indian independence

ragas v@yahoo.coin| movement and his advocacy for national unity,

social justice, oneness of literature and national consciousness with his
power of words, leading to a new spirit of freedom. He was one of the
earliest champions of women’s rights and spoke against child
marriage, caste discrimination, and religious intolerance.

Subramania Bharati’s life was unfortunately brief, but his impact was
immeasurable. His works remain a timeless blend of art, activism and
universal human values. He was born to proud parents Chinnaswamy
Iyer (a court official) and Lakshmi Ammal, on 11 December 1882 in
Ettayapuram (Tamil Nadu). A child prodigy, he showed extraordinary
talent in poetry and languages from a very young age. He was given
the title ‘Bharati’ (meaning ‘blessed by Saraswati, the goddess of
learning’) at the tender age of 11 for his poetic genius. He was
educated in Tamil and Sanskrit and later became fluent in English,
Hindi, and other Indian languages.

Bharati’s journalism and poetry became vehicles for patriotic fervour
and political awakening. His writings inspired people to rise against
British rule, making him one of the earliest nationalist voices in South
India. He was associated with prominent leaders such as Bal literature
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and national consciousness with his power of words, leading to a new

spirit of freedom. He was one of the earliest champions of women’s
rights and spoke against child marriage, caste discrimination, and
religious intolerance.

Subramania Bharati’s life was unfortunately brief, but his impact was
immeasurable. His works remain a timeless blend of art, activism and
universal human values. He was born to proud parents Chinnaswamy
Iyer (a court official) and Lakshmi Ammal, on 11 December 1882 in
Ettayapuram (Tamil Nadu). A child prodigy, he showed extraordinary
talent in poetry and languages from a very young age. He was given
the title ‘Bharati’ (meaning ‘blessed by Saraswati, the goddess of
learning’) at the tender age of 11 for his poetic genius. He was
educated in Tamil and Sanskrit and later became fluent in English,
Hindi, and other Indian languages.

Bharati’s journalism and poetry became vehicles for patriotic fervour
and political awakening. His writings inspired people to rise against
British rule, making him one of the earliest nationalist voices in South
India. He was associated with prominent leaders such as Bal
Gangadhar Tilak, Aurobindo Ghose, and Lala Lajpat Rai. He worked
with nationalist publications such as Swadesamitran, India, and Vijaya.
He never surrendered his ideals and spent ten years in exile in
Pondicherry/present-day Puducherry (then under French rule) to
escape British persecution due to his revolutionary writings. He
authored many of his most influential works during this period.
Bharati was one of the earliest male feminists in India calling for
women’s education and equal rights, who said, “If women are not free,
then the nation cannot claim to be free.” His poetry blends huge love
for India, advocacy for women’s rights, social change, abolition of
discrimination and education for all. He envisioned India that was free
and self-reliant, where women stood shoulder to shoulder with men,
India that was free from hierarchies and social oppression, and proud
of its cultural roots yet open to global progress. Some of his influential
works are:

e Sudesa Geethangal (Songs of the Motherland) patriotic songs

stirring courage and nationalist sentiment
e Panchali Sabatham (The Vow of Draupadi) a powerful allegory of
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e India’s struggle for justice and freedom

o Kuyil Pattu (The Song of the Cuckoo) a lyrical celebration of nature
and divine joy

o Kannan Pattu (Songs of Krishna) spiritual poetry blending devotion
and philosophy

e Gnana Ratham (Chariot of Wisdom)

Bharati’s spirituality was broad and universal. Deeply rooted in Hindu
philosophy, he believed in the unity of all faiths and the divinity of
humanity. His poetry, with its rhythmic beauty and emotional depth,
has inspired generations of singers, dancers, musicians and
filmmakers. From D.K. Pattammal’s stirring songs such as Aaduvome
Pallu Paaduvome, M.S. Subbulakshmi’s Bharata Samudayam
Vaazhgave, Bharatanatyam interpretations by Rukmini Devi Arundale,
Padma Subrahmanyam and Leela Samson, to cinematic renditions by
[laiyaraaja and live performances by A.R. Rahman, his voice calling for
freedom, equality, universal love and spiritual awakening continues to
echo across concert halls, dance stages, and the hearts of audiences
everywhere.

Bharati sadly passed away on 11 September 1921 at the age of 38.
Today, he and his works stand as a symbol of courage, compassion,
faith, and fearless creativity, a timeless voice that continues to guide
generations and evoke cultural pride.
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AT & AT 3k W G 81 F99 Ugd dl
T H Hied-ay| Hedls Sitowl R SR
TdLTich o HUT 3ifchd STeAlaR FRIET, SER0T i
9gd THTEeh a1d §| O fdean it &t sz gfe =
3T o G- ol Ueh GHAT dfYeh URged Iufea
X G T FIE PR HA 30T T8l W@l 8| 69 e
FIATETH &l Uh gog, Us-1d AR AfYeh qregan
T BT UG XA &1 AT 3R AU & & o
YIS 3R YU & 1Y,

LRELEL

Thank you for giving me the honour of
being your Chief Guest and making me
your Patron- I'm not sure I deserve all this.
It was a truly uplifting event, and I wish
you every success with this wonderful new
venture. Thank you for magazine.

With warm regards and best wishes!
Baroness Usha Parashar, CBE

feamsit 3fiR I7eht Q8 TraTGehiT el Pl ardraT
& USRI W Biieeh gurs! faeer # fHag &1 &
FRUT g7 & AR fedl Fl dlerlicies YTl
HE@YUf T B STl &1 U Hoel 3R et
H A g Tiied 34 T B AR Foll Y
UG T8 dl B S g difecd o faemeff a= g
Ffl 1 A9 & UHT gAT §| ST &R Teh T AT
IGHEAT & HRUT 39 Ul § TE 1@, a9
THT WEdl & HRUT - Bl Aifed & dffe
AT o ohg | BT 3T ITATE TXAT &= gl !
3 &0 & TelU 3THd HiTeiehmTg !

T Ay it (e, &t 2.)

JIAITH AU AT H Teh JUfaH UHET &1 370
A9 H E YE IpeAT o UG Dl Y W §, A
TR Hid™ Iooad &l

& afea, sifes twd Ifds afea defda
AT Hh FaaaTael Ifde Wy @l gRd wid
gl

FT 82 T TWHRI 99w ¥0 & [aifedt o g
LIUENE ]

LT wgHt gg it faefifver @ gula & T €
T T ! TiduTied widl & foh @ & arg 0y
[EEEIR ARSI

gof it B B AR ATATRAT b ATEY AR
R R Tt Wl & gad, Sgavlt g e d
TSI e Rt hact o1 € e, Toeviia oft
&l

EECIRe L]

AT, UFAHT Teh T UFSeRT hl UARTST 2|
Tdh 3IOH Ul TT& hddl IShIct & ATl i
far 21

ITATITH hl TIRATY

Foere T et S & aeR B

As a small tribute to celebrate your
magazine, I have made a poetry film of my
poem Dumah and acknowledged Vatayan
in the credits. You are most welcome to
share it with your readers and supporters.
I hope the Vatayan Parivar enjoys it.
Yogesh Patel, MBE, Editor of Word
Masala and publisher of Skylark

e et H dgq GagRd q=4 U8 &l W A
sfiehid T TY 3ATE & WX 8| hiellol Fgd I
T &1 BH U QerST WISt o wryd ol TRferd
3T Sgd STE Bl AN & fdehE R gEN
WA <Rl &S &1 G ST |
Tt TR "W

Fgd URUS UfNeRT | HUTeT SR &1 st
I T FRAAATYd S [HAT 7T B

X GHITGh HEd i Bliadh quTs!

TS WG

Bl W@UT A I AE (&l & fawa #§ sgied
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