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Artist-Author of the Month: Asghar Wajahat

Artist-Author of the Month: Asghar Wajahat

The H1nd1 scholar, fiction writer, novelist, playwright, an independent
documentary filmmaker, painter and a television scriptwriter Syed Asghar
Wajahat, popularly known as Asghar Wajahat was born 5 July 1946 in the
city of Fatehpur (Uttar Pradesh). He completed his PhD in 1974 from Aligarh
Muslim University, Post Doctoral Research from Jawaharlal Nehru
University. He has published five collections of short stories, six collections
of plays and street plays, and four novels. He is most known for his work,
'Saat Aasmaan' and his acclaimed play, 'Jis Lahore Nai Dekhya, O Jamyai
Nai'. He has also written film scripts and conducted workshops on screen
writing. His work has been translated to many Indian and foreign languages.

Asgar Wa]ahat also regularly writes for various newspapers and magazines.
He was guest Editor of BBCHindi.com for three months in 2007. He has also
been associated with reputed Hindi literary magazines like Hans and
Vartaman Sahitya as guest editor. He has also been involved in Hindi cinema
as a scriptwriter since 1975. He has worked on a film script for filmmaker
Rajkumar Santoshi. He himself has made few documentary films including a
20-minute on the development of Urdu Ghazal.

Asgar Wajahat has been honoured by several literary organisations for his
contribution to Hindi literature. He was awarded the Vyas Samman for his
play ‘Mahabali’. Presently, he is Professor of Hindi, Jamia Millia Islamia. He
was also the officiating director, A.]. Kidwai Mass Communication Research
Centre at Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi.

Frerger-fedsr 2025 AR




English Literature

Rajiv Mudgal’s ‘The Loom of Time’
A Tapestry of Time, Memory, and the Human Soul

"] The novel 'The Loom of Time’ is a fiction-of-ideas that
asks readers to think with it, not merely follow it.
Treating ambiguity as method, it slips between
autobiography and invention, reportage and
metaphysics, fable and memo. Rather than a single plot,

ZE it builds a tapestry in which stories, arguments, and
Shaily Mudgal | afterimages interweave—the pattern visible at a

Voice Actor, Critic | djstance, the texture felt line by line.
and Translator Stranger Than Fiction

The frame is elegant and disarming. In their new THELOOM OF TIME
Bandra East flat, the narrator, Sunder, and his wife, RAJIV MUDGAL

Shobhana, discover a worn leather diary and a thin
magazine: undated recollections paired with an
intellectual provocation. They present the find with
minimal interference, turning reading itself into a plot
as an editorial conscience arranges fragments. Curation
becomes an ethic—how to inherit broken things, accept
their limits, and still make them speak. The meta-
narrative mirrors the novel’s larger concern: attention |;
as responsibility. -

L

=~

The titular story supplies the master metaphor. An “unimportant” journalist
—self-scornful yet oddly trustworthy—travels to Moscow carrying
secondhand utopias of collectivist modernity. On the plane, a young
woman’s clarity recasts authority as disciplined hospitality to uncertainty
rather than brittle dogma. In Moscow his illusions meet the grain of lived
collectivism; in a hidden library he finds an ornate apparatus—part press,
part loom—called the loom of time. Fed by human thought and action, it
weaves a living tapestry of history: tug a thread and lives unravel; mend a
fray and the world holds. Apprenticeship becomes an ethic—learn the
pattern, find weak strands, strengthen what bears, and, when needed,
change the weave.

The loom is moral pressure, not clever décor. History is fabric we
collectively produce. Its keepers are craftspeople rather than gurus—severe
when needed, tender when possible, alive to consequences. The journalist’s
willingness to be “useless” until he learns to be of use gives the book its
pulse of sincerity.

“The Boatman” extends the inquiry through a surreal, posthumous
argument with the legend of Lu Xun. Waking inside the mausoleum of his
own fame, he is ferried across a misted river by a boatman who seems to
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carry censored authors and silenced witnesses. Their dialogue

audits revolutions that devour their children, tyrannies that wear the mask
of deliverance, and the hazards of turning art into a purity test. Returning as
Vaman, the figure embraces human-scale politics: not purifying erasures but
the slow labours of voice, theatre, poetry, and companionship—where love
and loss both educate. The chapter rejects fantasies of total renewal and
chooses reparative cycles of beginning again.

“The Ghost” is the most unsettling and intimate. The narrator’s exchanges
with Aruni—lover, intellectual equal, and eventually an absence—turn on
time and memory: Can remembrance travel backward or sideways? Can
recognition be planted in the future? Private speculation is threaded with
public unease as the book weighs “evolutionary intelligence” against
technological acceleration and warns against systems that outsource
conscience. A story within a lecture within the story (Bhimsen and Mani)
mirrors the novel’s layered architecture. Coincidences accumulate;
mourning shades into haunting. The horror is ethical rather than spectral:
grief as knowledge, love as a laboratory for metaphysics, the past refusing to
stay politely past.

“In the River Bed She Dreams,” the culminating movement, is the most
conversational. Back in Mumbai after years away, the narrator’s reunion
with Kanak becomes a walk-and-talk on art, quantum imaginaries, and
experience’s refusal of total explanation. The ballast is real—$tnyata and
tathata, the observer’s role in bringing phenomena to presence—but the
register stays human. Art is not ornament but ritual: a way to let being
emerge and shine forth. An appendix on J. Krishnamurti’s “failure as
master” sharpens the point: systems can console and also incarcerate. What
matters is lucid attention, courage in not-knowing, and the will to act.

Mudgal’s craft matches his ambition. The prose moves between lucidity and
lyric without losing precision. Nested structures are never mere cleverness;
they fit a world that resists single answers. What keeps the book alive are
lived stakes: love that withers or endures, institutions that harm or heal,
choices that mend or fray the common fabric.

At its core, The Loom of Time argues against fatalism disguised as realism.
Time is not a conveyor belt that drags us along; it is a loom that responds to
touch. The novel does not pretend anyone can reweave the world at will; it
insists on repair where we stand. That is politics: a refusal of authoritarian
certainties and passive despair, and a preference for small, sustained acts
that accumulate into a pattern one can inhabit with dignity. In a culture
saturated with op-ed certitude and algorithmic impatience, such patience
feels radical. Read this way, the book’s design and ethic echo Nataraja: a
disciplined, dynamic intelligence that treads down egoic certitude and
linear-time fatalism, opening a space of release through attentive, reparative
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action. Not spectacle but craft: the loom for the dance, repair for cataclysm—
yet the choreography holds: trample authoritarian ignorance and the ego of
linear time, and release a freedom answerable to care.

Finally, the book quietly reclaims the Indian frame-tale lineage—
Kadambari’s story-within-story intelligence—over the linear psychological
arc popularised by the Western realist novel from Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina
to Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment. Rather than fastening attention to
one protagonist’s interiority, Mudgal layers narrators, nests tales inside
lectures and diaries, and lets motifs refract across frames. The result is not
antiquarian pastiche but a contemporary re-engineering of an ancient form:
supple, polyphonic, and truer to a world experienced as interdependence
and recursion. On those terms, the experiment holds: the frame is alive, the
insets purposeful, and the weave persuades. The book becomes both
tapestry and manual—an apprenticeship in attention, responsibility, and
repair, inviting us to keep watching, keep mending, and keep faith with a
pattern large enough for our errors and small enough to be changed by our
hands.
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Banu Mustaq’s Heart Lamp: Selected Stories
= * This collection of twelve quietly powerful stories by
Banu Mushtaq, author, activist, and lawyer, explores the
social and power dynamics and culture of the everyday
lives of Muslim communities in Karnataka. Translated
by Deepa Bhashti and the winner of the 2025
International Booker Award, a large number of these
stories focus on women’s lack of agency and even

A

Mallika : ‘
Ramachandran | Personhood. They are reduced to wives who are simply
Independent Legal to ‘obey’ their husbands’ every word; bear innumerable

Researcher and children with little consideration of their own health
Freelance Editor (after all, it’s the husband who’s bearing the cost).

They can’t even protest when their husbands decide
to leave them because they have borne only girls
(Black Cobras) or lost their attraction (Heart Lamp) or
become ill (Be a Woman, Once, O Lord). The men, on
the other hand, are free to do as they please, with no
accountability or responsibility.

Isn’t he a man? Whether he is there, not there, Heart l‘“ml)
whether he carries responsibilities, whether he selected Stofi
neglects them, who’s going to ask? Who does he have BANU MUSHTAQ

to answer to? (Black Cobra)

Translated from the Kannada by
DEEPA BHASTHI

Many of the women in these stories come from poorer segments of society
and have little hope of justice, not even from doyens of society like the
Mutawalli (Black Cobras). There are others from more educated sections,
whose husbands claim to love them dearly but are quick to move on when
tragedy strikes, not sparing even a moment for mourning or grief (Stone
Slabs for Shaista Mahal). The poorer sections aren’t always left without
voice, standing up in ways that at least bring home the guilt to some, tragedy
sometimes providing the strength to take a decisive step (Black Cobras).

Lack of agency is also explored in another very different story, where a
young man becomes obsessed with his sister-in-law’s dainty high-heeled
shoes, and forces such a pair on his wife’s feet with not a thought to whether
they are suited for her and how she might manage them on a public street
(High-heeled Shoe).

Another obsession is of a young teacher of Arabic whose strange love for
Gobi Manchurian has both amusing and more serious consequences (The
Arabic Teacher and Gobi Manchuria).

Not confined to vulnerable women alone, these stories also look at some
harried men. Akhila ( A Decision of the Heart) is an otherwise good woman
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whose unreasonable jealousy of her mother-in-law prompts her husband

to take a surprising decision; and the wealthy Shaziya (The Shroud) whose
love for shopping, even while on Hajj, not only causes her husband much
consternation but also leads her to break a promise only to have it come
back to cause her guilt and grief.

Class dynamics are considered (Red Lungi) where the wealthy family of
Razia does its duty by the less fortunate in their community but the
differences in how things are done for those with means and those without
stand out sharply. Other moods and emotions like humour (A Taste of
Heaven) and childhood memories (Soft Whispers) are also explored in the
collection.

The world brought to life in these stories is peopled by an assortment of
characters, can also at times surprise the reader. Language likewise plays a
role in giving one a sense of the place. Deepa Bhashti’s retention of many of
the original words, as well as translation of idioms, makes one’s reading
experience a truly rich one. While some stories may seem thematically
similar to others, the overall effect is well worth a visit for the keen eye it
casts on society, that is its subject and its realistic portrayal.
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The Woman Speaks

Give me a room of my own
Where I can bolt the door

To a loud voice and heavy fist,
And let the music gently flow
From untamed brooks

And boisterous rivers

And churn the ocean floor -
To whip the waves aloft

And sing to distant shores.

Give me a field of my own

Where I can shut the gate
Against the grasping overlord
And feel the soil vibrate

With the surge of living seeds
Beneath my untethered feet.

I will summon clouds that wait
To roll in and nourish grain

That sustains a people’s mandate.

Give me a nation of my own

Where I can silence brutal force

And let compassion’s power rule,

As 1 listen to the concourse

Of aspirations of the young, where
Melodies will sway the trees, endorse
The promise of the bees, conspiring with
A fecund breeze, to urge the course
Of perturbed streams to dream

Of righting all past wrongs -

To make a nation strong

That only love can enforce.
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Freedoms Inherited

Our grandmother clapped with mischievous glee
Signalling her utter victory

As she willed the enthralling walls

To crumble in panic and fall,

Setting our dancing steps free

To trip with lissom liberty.

Stay outside our vision and call -

Don’t come with your strictures and veil;

Our grandmother holds the warm sun’s beams
She has beckoned the wind and urged the streams
She has sung to the buds on outstretched boughs -
They unfurl with grace and glisten and glow

You have lost control and your will to power

For her spirit reigns as we challenge and dare.
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Samosas

after Guillevic’s Euclidians

within wiggly lines
that chart no borders and claims

a perfection slips into the delight of Buddhist prajna

while the imperfection of a disorderly aroma
escapes in all directions

from the tyranny of binding outlines
hostage to the smears of newspapers

its lies neatly wrapped in trikonasana
displaced

I imagine the alternative props of culture
where I meet the thuggery of gulls
attacking for fish and chips

at some very English seaside

with gulls only discovering

a thriving masala triangle not to their taste

yes I remain a lost traveller in the West
still navigating without a compass
looking up hopefully

to the masala Triangulum constellation
wrapping me in its folds

through compromises I make

always crisp and fried

in all this there is a quest for perfection

taste that can be the Bermuda Triangle

where one can disappear with glee

without caste creed and colour

beware however it offers a soggy religion

-once the train leaves a platform

no vendor will give a refund for a squelchy God
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Dumah

you kneel to God

take up the armour of God

a thousand-eyed with a flaming sword
you lead His army

but ask Him first
deaf and blind

if He will hold a two-and-a-half-year-old baby

in His arms of lava gently flowing
to cradle the baby crying in pain

ask Him

is that why

in His image

He made you deaf and blind

then when you return home

from the battles

hold your baby in your arms of darkness
hum a lullaby to your darling

ask yourself if you will also sing

for the fireball-baby that melted in His arms.
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