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Artist of the Month: Jeroo Roy

Artist of the Month: Jeroo Roy

A Parsee from Mumbai, Jeroo first studied art at the
JJ School of Art in Mumbai and continued training
at the London College of Printing. She then worked
as a designer on part-work magazines and as an
illustrator of children’s books, two of which were
both written and illustrated by her. In 1982, Jeroo
became involved in the building trade. This meant
that the painting aspect of her life was put on hold,
whilst she took on the demanding task of
establishing herself as a female contractor in what

was a tough world to break into.
Jeroo’s powerful paintings have moved one and all. The issues painted are

about Dowry related deaths, torture and suicides, female infanticide and
feticide, FGM (female genital mutilation), selling of the girl child for
prostitution and honour related violence. She was interviewed by BBC
radio and a BBC Online article, Prick the viewer’s nerves, really pricked
many people and several institutions. She has recently pained 210 portraits
for the forthcoming book, Influential Women, by Zerbanoo Gifford for Asha
Foundation.

What attracts the viewer to Jeroo is her positive attitude, which reflects in
one of the painting - bloody hands smashing their way out of captivity. At
present, Jeroo is working on a series of paintings titled, Working Children
and Children under Siege. She is invited by the New Scotland Yard/Home
Office to display the relevant paintings at their conferences on Honour
Based Violence and Forced Marriages, and at a similar conference at
Stockholm. Amnesty International has also featured Jeroo’s paintings. At
present prints of some of these paintings are on a two year tour in various
German cities, an event organised by a women's group Femme de Terre.

jeroo.roy@btinternet.com/Jeroo@childhelplineinternational.org
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Contribution of Scientist turned Polymath to the
Western perception of Indian Music & Dance

It is not easy to uncover a multifaceted personality

such as Dr Ananda Kentish Coomaraswamy (AKC).

So, after, briefly looking at his family background

and education and his transformational Ceylon (or
o Sri Lanka) trip between 1902-1906, let us focus only

Dr Kum Pant | On his contribution towards the understanding of
Joshi Indian music and dance in the West.

Freelance Editor

and Independent
legal researcher

Ananda Kentish
Coomaraswamy

Birth, family background and education

AKC was the product of a mixed marriage. His father,
Muthu Coomaraswamy (1834-1879), was known for
his erudition, accomplishments and wealth. He
hailed from afamily or community of hereditary

landowners known as the Mudaliars whose ancestors had migrated
from South India to Ceylon. His mother, Elizabeth Clay Beebe, was
from an English family of Kent. His parents had met and married
during one of AKC’s father’s trips to the UK between 1873-75. The
couple left for Ceylon soon after their marriage and it was there, in the
city of Colombo, that AKC was born on 22 August 1877.

R "R Due to the sudden death of
&% ¥ AKC’s father in 1879 when he
. was only about two, his
I mother decided to settle with
! him in England where her
family was based.
As a child, AKC attended an
. independent school in

AKC’s father, Muthu Coomaraswamy | Gloucestershire. Set in the
AKC’s mother, Elizabeth Clay Beebe | beautiful Cotswold country

side, this school had been set up in 1882 for children aged between 2
to 18 years. For higher education, he went to London where he
studied botany and geology at University College. In 1902, he married
Ethel Mary Partridge (1872-1952) who was linked with the Arts and
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Crafts Movement and is still remembered as the ‘Mother ofEnglish
Handloom Weaving’. The following year, AKC and his wife sailed to
Ceylon to enable AKC to start his assignment as Director of the
Mineralogical Survey of Ceylon.

Work in Ceylon (1903-1906)

Though he lived and worked in Ceylon as
a scientist, it was while he was there that
he developed an awareness and a deep
interest in the arts, crafts and culture of
the people of the East.

His gifted wife, Ethel, played an
important role in his new learning. She
travelled with him all over the island and
assisted him by photographing and
keeping detailed records of every piece

of art and craft that drew their attention. Explaining his position, AKC
is reported to have said as follows to a group of Tamils in Jaffna in
June 1906: "I ... have been through the Western world more
thoroughly than any but a very few Tamils and have been brought up
entirely as an Englishman and have come out to the East and have felt
the ties of national and racial affection and have been drawn towards
eastern ideals, feeling them after all to be my own, in a way that few
Englishmen could do. Fortified by such considerations | have
occasionally ventured to give expression to the impressions | have
gathered from such a combined inside and outside point of view ...”
AKC’s exposure between 1902 and 1906 to British rule in Ceylon and
the way it appeared to be impacting on its people, transformed him
and set him on a path that became a prelude to the work for which he
is remembered to this day.

While in Ceylon, he appears have been well received by the local
people. This was due not only to his position as an important
government officer, but also to the high social and economic position
enjoyed by his father’s family. At the same time, his Ceylonese and
South Indian roots also enabled him to establish rapport with the
indigenous people and gain a sympathetic understanding of their
culture. Thus, he felt disturbed when he noticed a tendency among
the local people of embracing the western or European identity of
their colonial masters. To raise an alarm against this trend, he wrote
several articles and addressed gatherings to stress the importance of

Partridge
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preserving almost every aspect of Ceylonese life and culture,
including its Buddhist buildings, paintings, costumes, religious and
agricultural songs and music, literature and drama.

Work after returning to the UK & USA (1906-1917)

AKC’s work after returning to England via India in 1906, is highly
significant. Due to his English mother, the way she had brought him up
and his English education, he was able to connect with some of the
leading lights of his times in the field of art, culture and the arts
establishment. This enabled him to both gain from and impact on the
psyche of those who were part of such circles. Because of his unique
position, he became an arch interpreter of Indian culture to the West
or a bridge between East and West.

To make his views on the art of the east, he published his Mediaeval
Sinhalese Art (1908). James Crouch described this illustrated book, as
“an encyclopaedic account of the methods of Sinhalese craftsmen
drawn from a study of .. and based upon materials collected and
observations made jointly with his wife Ethel during their time in
Ceylon.” But, as he himself has mentioned in the Foreword of his
book, it was "written first of all for the Sinhalese people, as a memorial
of a period which at present they are not willing to understand." In
other words, its purpose was to awaken the people to a realisation of
the value of their indigenous traditional arts and culture — something
vital and invaluable —of which they seemed to be unaware.

AKC, then moved to studying various aspects of Indian life, art and
culture. This resulted in a series of books that included: ‘The Indian
Craftsman’ (1909), Essays in National Idealism” (1909), ‘Myths of the
Hindus and Buddhists’ in 1913 (with Sister Nivedita) and ‘Rajput
Painting (1916).

In 1913, after venturing into the field of Indian music, AKC published
another pioneering book: ‘Thirty songs from the Panjab and Kashmir:
Recorded by Ratan Devi with Introduction and Translations by Ananda
K. Coomaraswamy and a Foreword by Rabindranath Tagore.” The
notation of all the songs was included in the book.

Rabindranath Tagore and Coomaraswamy who were both mentioned
in the title, need no introduction, but Ratan Devi is presumably almost
unknown to most people today. Ratan Devi, originally, Alice
Richardson, was a musician who AKC married in 1913. They left for
India and while putting up in a ’shikara’ (or houseboat) in Srinagar
Kashmir, she had started learning Indian classical music from Abdul
Rahim of Kapurthala, a princely state in the Punjab.
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Describing Abdul Rahim in his book, AKC wrote about Alice’s music
guru or ustad as follows: “A few words must be said about our Ustad,
Abdul Rahim of Kapurthala. Between him and Devi there was formal
acceptance of the relation of teacher and pupil, with all due solemnity
and offerings. Thereafter Abdul Rahim came with us for about ten
weeks to Kashmir, and Devi studied daily, until State orders re-called
him from his period of leave, to Kapurthala, where he is a State-
pensioned kalant. His ancestors were Brahmans, forcibly converted in
the time of Aurangzeb. Like many other Panjabi Musulmans in the
same case, the family retain many Hindu customs, e.g., non-
remarriage of widows. Abdul Rahim’s faith in Hindu gods is as strong
as his belief in Islam and Moslem saints, and he sings with equal
earnestness of Krishna or Allah, exemplifying the complete fusion of
Hindu and Moslem tradition characteristic of so many parts of
northern India to day. He is devout and even superstitious; he would
hesitate to sing dipak rag, unless in very cold weather.”

Based on his own deep study of Indian
classical music and interaction with
Indian musicians, AKC explained the
roots of Indian music in his book. He
stressed that Indian music had its origins
in the divine hymns composed and sung
in the Vedic age as far back as the 2nd
millennium before the birth of Christ.He
tried to introduce westerners to the
beauty and divine connections of Indian
classical music. He mentioned the rich
diversity and different styles of Indian |AKC’s 2nd wife Ratan Devi
music.

He talked about the various ‘talas’ or beats, ‘tans’ (or fast rhythmic
movement in a song), and the ‘ragas’ (‘melody mould’ or ‘musical
patterns’) of Indian music and how each raga was to be only sung at
specific times of the day or night and that ragas were known to have
the power to create a particular mood through a selection of notes
and using them in a particular manner. In addition to a book, he wrote
detailed articles on Indian Music in ‘The Musical Quarterly’ of April
1917 and in USA’s ‘Vanity Fair’ of October 1917. He referred to the
universal appeal of music and its power to cross borders. After their
return from India, Alice presented Indian songs before English
audiences in various places under the stage name of Ratan Devi.
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Before each recital, AKC would provide an introductory talk after
which Ratan Devi would sing a selection of Indian songs. Besides
winning praise from Rabindranath Tagore who admits being most
pleasantly surprised by her musical talent, Ratan Devi was also
praised by G.B. Shaw and W.B. Yeats.

Ratan Devi also won fame as a singer of Indian songs in America after
moving there with AKC in 1917. They were helped by a famous but
notorious magician, Aleister. Crowley, in launching her career there.
Crowley introduced them to some influential Americans and is also

~) reported to have
written a poem in
praise of Ratan Devi, in
USA’s ‘Vanity Fair’.

Soon, AKC ventured
into  translating an
ancient Indian text on
Indian  theatre and

S i dance. This was an
AKC’s article on Indian Music in ‘Vanity Fair, | extraordinary step
USA, October 1917 because by doing so, he

was introducing classical Indian dance to audiences in the West as
well as to Indians who were becoming westernised due to their
English education. This was, moreover, really really groundbreaking

work, because in the early 1900s the general
understanding of Indian arts and culture,
(especially in the UK), was tainted with an
anti-colonial bias.

For translating his book on Indian dance and
theatre, he partnered with south Indian
scholar,Gopala Kristnayya Duggirala. The
book’s title was ‘Abhinaydarpanam’ (or The
Mirror of Gesture) that had been written by
Nandikeshwara. The English translation was Magician, Aleister

an abridged version of a Sanskrit classic, the Crowley, who
‘Natya Shastra’ (or Dramatic Science) of the Wrecrheafrg(g e

2nd century BC by Bharat Muni. Published by 5

Harvard and Oxford University Press in 1917, the ‘Abhinaydarpanam’
was interspersed with numerous ‘shlokas’ or Sanskrit prayers. It also
had detailed descriptions of classical Indian dance, music and theatre.
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This unique and copiously illustrated publication, showcased the
various body postures, head movements and representation of
various emotions, forms of life, the nine planets as well as Nature
including birds, flowers, insects etc. through human fingers and hands
(known as mudras) that were used in Indian classical dance. AKC
reprinted this book with improvements a few years later.

After settling in the USA, AKC worked in the Boston Museum of Fine
Art where he continued until his death. A scholar and a prolific writer,
he went on to literally write thousands of articles, academic papers
and published numerous books on various aspects of Indian, South
Asian and other eastern cultures.

He intended to move and spend his last days in independent India. His
wish remained unfulfilled for he passed away on 9 September 1947
before his wish could be realised.
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The Living Mountain: A Fable of Our Times by Amitav
Ghosh

The Living Mountain: A Fable of Our Times by
Amitav Ghosh is a short work, less than novella
length, and explores a range of significant themes
including  colonialism and the  attendant
exploitation of people and resources, devaluing of

Mallika traditional  knowledge, de-sacralisation and
Ramachandran | disenchantment, greed and commercialisation
Independent Legal | which become a vicious cycle destroying the very

Researcher and ‘spirit’  of nature, inducing almost irreversible
Freelance Editor Change.

The story opens with the narrator and his online .’AMITAV"I'
bookclub friend Maansi, two people who only NEIsEONYEE
interact on books and know little else of each other, EECEPRAIRS
discussing possible themes for the next year’s
reading. Maansi proposes the ‘anthropocene’ a term
both are unfamiliar with and volunteers to come up
with a reading list. After some silence from her for a
while, the narrator receives a message about a book

she read on the theme being so very different from what she’d
expected the ‘anthropocene’ to be, one which triggered off a tale, part
dream, part memory of a story her grandmother had once told her,
and it is this she shares with the narrator.

The story is of a people who lived under the benevolent protection of
a mountain, the Mahaparbat, which gave them all they needed to live
happy, contented lives, and which was treated as sacred and never
interfered with. It would protect us and look after us—but only on
condition that we told stories about it, and sang about it, and danced
for it - but always from a distance. But that was until someone from
the people called the Anthropoi arrived, who coveted the treasures of
the mountain, dubbed its people ‘credulous and benighted’ for not
having taken them, colonised, enslaved and exploited, belittled their
knowledge and practices, setting off a chain from which there could
be no return.

The savants of the Anthropoi were unmatched in their wisdom and
they decided that since we were not making any use of the mountain’s
riches, they were fully justified in seizing them and taking whatever
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they wished. They were all worthless they said: our ancestral lore, they
had had brought nothing but doom upon us. The colonised begin to
believe these narratives of their own worthlessness and their
reverence for the mountain withers away. By the time the value of
their knowledge and their approach is reached, it is seemingly too late.
This is a short but powerful and effective story sets one’s mind to
think on a range of issues (which the author has explored earlier in his
nonfiction work - The Nutmeg’s Curse). A very relevant book, and one
that needs to be not only read but acted on as well. (lllustrations by
Devangana Dash).
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Food & Travels: Journey of flavours

Dry your eyes mate!

My favourite vegetable is the onion. Without it,
hundreds of recipes and most cuisines around the world
will be incomplete. Isn’t it wonderful that a humble bulb
which brings tears to your eyes can become the
backbone of so many dishes? Onion is great as a base
for so many dishes but | do love them as the main
ingredient of a few dishes spanish onions halved,
Freelance editor | drizzled with olive oil and baked;

and independent | spring onions barbecued in foil, baby onions pickled in
legal researcher | vinegar, finely chopped red onion, tomato, fresh

Shelley William

coriander and green chilli (Kachumber).

The unassuming little bulb is something that most people will find in the
vegetable basket. When you go for your weekly shop, spy other people’s
baskets or the checkouts, and | am willing to bet that most will have a bag of
onions. What will we do without the onion? We would have bland curries
and even blander soups and stocks. And as for the French Onion Soup. Well,
that would be a bowl of tepid water with croutons without the onions.

In fact | must admit that | am a big fan of all
vegetables in the Allium family. Other than the
onion, it boasts the mighty garlic, chives and leeks.
Onion and garlic are the fundamental ingredients in
Indian, Chines, Italian, Mexican and so many other
cuisines that it’s a miracle this family isn’t known as
the king of vegetables! So next time you are peeling
an onion to start a dish, say hoorah for the onion

and smile through the tears!

No tears Though there are a number of tricks
(see http://www.wikihow.com/Chop-Onions-
Without-Tears ) to prevent you from crying
when chopping onion, my favourite is to
wear sunglasses. Other than keeping the
enzymes from getting into your eyes, it
makes you look cool when cooking!

Medicinal Though it’s well known that onions
have medicinal qualities - they contain a
natural chemical called flavonoid quercetin which apparently protects
against heart diseases and cancer - my favourite use whilst at primary
school was to sleep with an onion under my armpit. Next day you’ll
have a fever (without any other symptoms) and you can bunk school!
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